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quarter, they had asked at the Italian school, and
even at the Italian hospital, but all in vain. I must
explain that the part of " Giannetto " (like the one of
" Cherubin " in the play of Beaumarchais) is generally
played by a woman, as the Latin youth of sixteen
would be too incompetent to handle these difficult
parts, and an older man would not be appropriate.
Trombetti mentioned that Cucchiara was so desperate
to get somebody that he was offering a hundred
pounds to anybody who could do it. I jumped up,
and said excitedly : " Pay the bill, we'll go straight
to Cosmopolis, and I'll play the part! " He mur-
mured something about there being no need to
hurry as we had not finished our dinner, but I listened
to nothing and off we went. On arriving at Cos-
mopolis I was introduced to Cucchiara, an extremely
pleasant-looking man, who was sitting at a table in
the little restaurant downstairs. He appeared the
picture of misery. Three other men were with him,
and on our entrance they turned to look at us, and
they asked Trombetti anxiously if he had been
successful in finding somebody.
" Yes, he has found me ! I am going to play it! "
I said.
They stared at me dumbfounded. *' You,
Signora ? " replied Cucchiara.
" Yes, of course," quickly came my answer, and
added: "I am so certain of the success I shall
achieve, that I make you the sporting offer that if I
am a failure, you don't pay me the hundred pounds!"
Cheerful faces and drinks of vermouth ended this
meeting.
We started rehearsals next day, which progressed
feverishly as we had only a fortnight before the play.